
Biology Syllabus 
St. Pius X High School - Kansas City 
Instructor: Mr. Aaron Bond   Room: 350 

Email: abond@stpiusxhs-kc.com Phone: 
453-3450 ext. 350 Planning: 2nd period 

 Course Overview 
This course will introduce students to many of the major concepts in the biological 
sciences including biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, molecular biology, taxonomy, ecology and evolution.  The course will also reinforce the scientific method and the 
principles of science. Tentative Schedule of Topics First Semester  Introduction (Chapter 1)  Biochemistry (Chapter 2)  Ecology (Chapters 3-6)  Cells (Chapter 7)  Photosynthesis and Respiration 

(Chapters 8-9) 

Second Semester  Cell Division (Chapter 10)  Genetics (Chapter 11; 14)  Molecular Biology (Chapters 12-
13; 15)  Evolution (Chapters 16-19) 

Textbook = Miller – Levine Biology, 2014  Makeup Work and Late Assignments It is the student's responsibility to find out what you have missed during an absence.  
If the absence is planned, it is the student's responsibility to get assignments ahead of time.  Make-up work due to illness or other excused absence will be accepted for full 
credit. The student will be allowed the same number of days as the absence to turn in assignments or make up tests. It is the student’s responsibility to make up any missed work in a timely manner. Some exceptions can be made depending on circumstances, 
and after discussions with the student and parent or guardian if needed. Late work will almost always be accepted for partial credit for minor assignments.  For 
major assignments, 10% of the total points will be taken off for each day the work is late up until the assignment is 5 days late. After 5 days, the point value of the assignment will 
be 50% of the original total points but can still be turned in for half credit.  Grading Policy 
Grades will be calculated based upon percentage of total points.  Tests, quizzes, labs, homework, etc. will be ~85% of the grade  Finals will be ~15% of the grade Grading Scale 
 A 94-100% A- 90-93%  B+ 87-89%  B 84-86%  B- 80-83%  C+ 77-79% 
 C 74-76%  C- 70-73%  D+ 67-69%  D 64-66%  D- 60-63%  F 0-59%   Supplies 
It is expected that students have access to a computer, the internet and a printer.  There will be assignments which require this access.  So if students do not have this, then they will need to make the effort to utilize the resources available to them here at school or 
elsewhere.  Students will be required to use their St. Pius X email for accessing and submitting assignments and other class documents via Google Drive. 



Students should bring a notebook (and pen or pencil) for taking class notes, and a folder for organizing handouts and other class materials. Projects may require other materials 
such as posters for presentations.   Laboratory Safety Contract 
The safety of students is a top priority. The students will receive and sign a contract specifying the basic laboratory safety rules that must be followed. Labs may involve 
hazards such as harmful chemicals; or delicate equipment, such as glassware and microscopes, and students need to behave in a safe and responsible manner. Unsafe or 
reckless behavior will result in a grade penalty for the lab or activity, or possibly more serious consequences.  Expectations for Student Behavior 
 
Students will come to class:  dressed appropriately  on time  with pencils, text, notebook, and all other necessary supplies  with any assignments that are due on that day completed  having taken care of bathroom, drink, etc. 
In the classroom students will:  behave in a manner that shows respect for the teacher, the classroom, and their 

classmates  stay in their seat, follow instructions, refrain from talking without permission  not use technology unless explicitly allowed/required and not use it 
inappropriately  follow the general lab safety rules, and study the specific procedures for a lab 
activity before starting the lab  clean up any trash and return any supplies that were used in class before leaving  not line up at the door at the end of class  Technology Policy  

Students are allowed to have cell phones, tablets, ebook readers or other technological devices for educational use only. During class, they will keep these devices off or in 'airplane' mode and put away unless explicitly permitted to use them by me. If 
students are using a cellphone or other device when they are not supposed to or if they 
are using it for a non-academic purpose, the student's device may be confiscated and they may receive disciplinary action (demerits, etc.) USE OF AN ELECTRONIC DEVICE DURING TESTS OR QUIZZES IS PROHIBITED. Use of devices during tests/quizzes 
will be considered cheating.  Cheating 
 Cheating and plagiarism of the work of others will absolutely not be tolerated and will result in a zero for that assignment or test.  Repeated offenses may result in more 
serious consequences in accordance with school policy.  


